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Bonhoeffer remembered
in Doblmeier’s first
documentary film

KRISTEN ELLIS ’05/The Cowl

by Megan Comerford
Senior News Staff

’06

On Friday afternoon while
many students were heading
home, Providence College
alumnus Martin
LECTURE Doblmeier ’73
was speaking to
a group of
faculty and students regarding
his film Bonhoeffer, a
documentary on the German
Protestant theologian and anti
Hitler conspirator Dietrich
Bonhoeffer.
While Doblmeier has
directed and produced over 20
major television documentaries,
Bonhoeffer marks his first full
length feature film for theaters.
Released earlier this year,
the film met with substantial
success,
winning
Best
Documentary at the 2003
Rhode Island International Film
Festival and drawing the largest
crowd in the history of the
festival.
Doblmeier first heard of
Dietrich Bonhoeffer at Bishop
Hendricken High School in
Warwick, R.I. The interest
remained with Doblmeier
through his years at PC where
he became one of the first non
clerical graduates in theology.
Combining his interest in

theology and journalism,
Doblmeier embarked on a
career in the film industry and
ultimately founded his own
production company, Journey
Films. “It’s been a really
wonderful blessing for me,
these past 20 years,” said
Doblmeier of his international
travels and the interviews he has
conducted with religious
leaders and communities, heads
of state, and Nobel Laureates.
Doblmeier’s first film, The
Heart Has Its Reasons, profiles
Jean Vanier, French-Canadian
founder of L’Arche Christian
ministry in 1964.
He
immediately recognized the
influence Bonhoeffer had on
Vanier. Though the docu
mentary debuted in 1985, Dobl
meier’s interest in Bonhoeffer
had not waned; in fact, it
intensified, he explained.
In 1998 Doblmeier applied
for a small grant to go to
Germany and interview friends,
family, and students of
Bonhoeffer. The director was
keenly aware of the pressure of
time and admits that some
contacts passed away before he
could interview them.
For those who were still
alive in 1999 and 2000,
Doblmeier noted that “the
memories [were] right there on
the surface.” He and his crew
interviewed Eberhard Bethge,
Bonhoeffer’s devoted friend
and biographer; Ruth Alice von
Bismarck, the sister of
Bonhoeffer’s fiancee Maria von
Wedermeyer;
Marianne
Leibholz, Bonhoeffer’s niece;
and Otto Dudzes, a student at
Bonhoeffer’s Finkenwalde
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Students in McPhail’s watch the Boston Red Sox play the
New York Yankees in Game 6 of the ALCS.

McPhail’s gains momentum
by Lindsey Sheppard
News Staff

’06

PC Perk, Monday Night
Football, and Board of
Programmers
(B.O.P.)
coffeehouses are
just a few of the
FEATURE events available
to PC students
this year at McPhail’s.
Located in lower Slavin,
McPhail’s was completed and
open to students last year.
However, during the current
2003-2004 school year, the
popularity of McPhail’s has
begun to increase.
McPhail’s, an entertain
ment facility named after the
Vice President of Student Ser
vices, Rev. J. Stuart McPhail,
O.P., offers two professional
pool tables, a projector screen
TV, a dance floor made from

the panels of the original
Alumni Hall gym floor, and a
thirty-one foot long bar.
Todd Incantolupo, assistant
director of the Student Activi
ties Involvement Leadership
(S.A.I.L.) office, explained that
McPhail’s runs a minimum of
six events per week. The
S.A.I.L. office has a planning
committee that is responsible
for organizing the majority of
the events that take place at
McPhail’s. The weekly BOP
coffeehouse events are planned
and run by B.O.P.
According to Incantolupo,
the S.A.I.L. office has been ex
tremely pleased with the turn
outs at this year’s McPhail’s
events. “We [S.A.I.L. staff]
have a lot of pride in what we
do and enjoy the fact that, so
far, students have shown a lot
of enthusiasm and school pride

by supporting the events
planned on campus and by the
student clubs and organiza
tions,” remarked Incantolupo.
Orla Kennedy ’06 ex
pressed her enthusiasm for this
year’s McPhail’s. “Everyone
should take adavantage of
McPhail’s, it’s conveniently
located on campus, a great
spot to do work, hang out with
friends, or watch the big game,
and they give you free
milkshakes on your birthday!”
she said.
Although the general out
come of the events has been
encouraging, there are some
events that have been more
successful than others. Ac
cording to Incantolupo, recur
ring events have been doing
well, so McPhail’s now offers
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Retreat builds new friendships
By Lindsey Sheppard ’06
News Staff

The first Freshmen Retreat of
Providence College took place from Oct.
3-5. This year, 25 freshmen attended the
retreat along with 12 upperclassmen
leaders. Jackie White’04,
CAMPUS Kristen Lopez ’05, and
NEWS Elise Italiano ’06 helped
with the planning and
organization of this event, while
Assistant Chaplain Rev. John Paul
Walker, O.P. and Chaplain Rev. Brendan
Murphy, O.P. attended the retreat. Every
member of the freshmen class was
invited to attend the spiritual retreat.
The PC students taking part in the
retreat traveled to the Sacred Heart
Retreat Center in Wareham, Mass., near
Cape Cod, to take part in the activities.
The Center is located next to the water,
so many of the activities took place
outside.

During the retreat, the freshmen had
a chance to listen to the upperclassmen
talk about their experiences at
Providence College, and ask any
questions they had about college life or
freshmen year in general. After the
freshmen took part in group talks, they
had a chance to break off into their
smaller groups and reflect on what they
had just heard. The smaller groups were
comprised of five-eight students with
two leaders in each group. The students
had a chance to speak with other
freshmen about how they were feeling
about PC, obstacles they were facing,
and things they were enjoying about PC.
The topics discussed at this year’s
retreat included having a healthy mind
and body, finding God on the college
campus, prayer, and learning about
God’s plan for you. Mass was offered
to the students both days of the retreat,
and during any free time, The students
played ice breakers to get to know each

Left to Right: Rev. John Paul Walker, O.P., Jackie White ’04, Maggie
Delaney ’04, Elise Italiano ’06, Mary Rose Conroy ’06, Kyle Anderson ’05,
Eric Powell ’06. Dan Seseske ’06, Kristen Pichler ’05, Seth Linakis ’06,
Keeley Wray ’05, Kristen Wray ‘05, Rev. Brendan Murphy, O.P.
other better.
“Prior to the retreat, each of the
students were given an ‘Angel,’ to pray
for, which was one of the freshman at
the retreat. The indentities of the
‘Angels’ were kept a secret until the end

of the retreat when everyone revealed
who their ‘Angels’ were,” explained
Maggie Delaney ’04, one of the retreat
leaders. “These students then got to
know each other very well,” she said.
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News Brkfs
Halloween race will benefit the
Ronald McDonald House
On Thursday, Oct. 30, 2003,
Providence College’s first Trick or Trot
3K race will take place on campus.
According to Paul Deering ’04, a
member of the sports marketing class
that is coordinating the event, the race
will start at 5:00 p.m. Afterwards, prizes
will be awarded not only to the winners
of the race, but also to those wearing the
best costumes.
“[Runners] don’t have to wear a
costume, but we’re encouraging people
to wear costumes,” said Deering.

He said that while classes have done
races before, this is the first Trick or Trot.
“I think we’re the first to do it on
Halloween,” he said.
The entrance fee for the race is $5,
which includes a t-shirt. Members of the
sports marketing class will be going
around to the dorms as well as selling
the shirts outside Ray Hall Cafeteria and
Alumni either this weekend or sometime
next week.
Proceeds from the race will go to the
Ronald McDonald House.
—Stephanie Barkus ’05

“Culturefest” brings art to
Providence
Those in the city of Providence will
be able to experience a taste of culture
starting this Thursday. In an attempt to
make its resources available to the
general public, the Smithsonian Institute
in Washington D.C. has organized a wee
kend of cultural events collaboratively
called “Culturefest.” From Oct. 16-19,
experts from the Smithsonian Institute
in Washington D.C. will visit Providence
and deliver lectures at various locations
throughout the city.
Dr. James Janecek, Associate Profes

sor of Art, said students should take ad
vantage of the Culturefest. “The
Smithsonian is coming here instead of
us having to go to Washington. People
should know that they can take the bus
downtown and participate,” he said.
Culturefest will join “Gallery Night
Providence” and those in attendance will
be able to view myriad works of art in
City Hall that have been selected from
various galleries in Providence. The
event will include free Saturday admis
sion to Rhode Island School of Design
Museum and the Museum of Natural
History and Planetarium.
—Mallary Jean Tenore ’07

Campus Calendar for Oct. 17 to Oct. 23
Submit events at www.thecowl.com/main.cfm?include=calendar
or email thecowl@providence.edu

17
Friday

19 Sunday
1 p.m.

1 p.m.

STEP 1 Rocktails

Women’s Soccer vs.
Seton Hall

7:30 a.m.
High School
Educators’
Symposium

2 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

Senior Recital Caitlin Corrigan

Late Night Mad
ness Pre-Party in
McPhail’s

8 p.m.
Senior Night in
McPhail’s:
Oktoberfest

2:30 p.m.
Career Planning
and Internship/
Liberal Arts Power
in Moore I

2 p.m.
Senior Recital - Sara
Logan

5 p.m.
BOP: Jack
O’Lantern Spec
tacular

10:45

7 p.m.

Late Night Mad
ness

Urban Politics Film
Series

Saturday
18

23 Thursday

21 Tuesday

20 Monday

10 a.m.

2:30 p.m.

Breast Cancer
Awareness Month
Information in
Slavin

Department Chair/
Program Directors’
Meeting in FC400

4 p.m.
Rhode Island State
Government
Internship Program
in Slavin 217

4:30 p.m.
Student Services
Alcohol Referral
Class in Slavin 214
8 p.m.
BOP Fall
Spooktacular

3 p.m.
Career Internship &
Planning Service in
Slavin 129

7 p.m.
“Who’s Afraid of
Virginia Woolf’ in
Moore III

2:30 p.m.
Getting Started on
Your Senior Year
Process in Slavin
212

3:30 p.m.
Time Manage
ment in Lib 104B
7:30 p.m.
Scripture Series
with Fr. Elias in
the lower chapel

Wednesday
22
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McPhail’s: Higher attendance brings fruits of success
continued from front page
more weekly events, promoting continu
ity in the schedule. The S.A.I.L. office
is working to ensure that students are
aware of the events going on each night.
Annual and traditional events, such as
the monthly Senior Nights, have also
been very well attended.
However, not all of the events have
been received with the same level of suc
cess as the planning committee had
hoped. McPhail’s hosted an Octoberfest
last week that had a small student turn
out. “This was kind of a surprise,” com
mented Incantolupo, “We thought that
would be something students would like
to attend.”
The planning committee spends a lot
of time developing ideas for new events,
and appreciates feedback and input from
students about what they would like to
see going on at McPhail’s in the future.
Many students expressed their ap
proval of McPhail’s as a beneficial ad
dition to campus life. “McPhail’s has

been great for PC. It is the perfect oncampus hang-out. From the milkshakes
to the big screen, it’s always a good
time,” said Sean Stak ’06.
The increase in popularity may be
connected to the many changes that have
taken place within McPhail’s over the
past year. Over the summer, an electric
foozball table was added, along with an
Online Golden Tee 2004, new couches,
ice cream sundaes on the menu, and sat
ellite TV.
“Whether it is the popularity of
McPhail’s growing, students taking own
ership of McPhail’s saying ‘Hey this our
place to hang out,’ or just more people
being aware of what is going on, we have
started off strong,” Incantolupo said.
Although McPhail’s is strict about
enforcing the 21 and over drinking law,
students from all grade levels are always
welcome there.
According to
Incantalupo, all of the classes have been
evenly represented, for the most part, at
many of this year’s events. “While some
of the events do cater more to a certain

crowd, they are generally all open to
everyone, and we try to make sure most
of the activities cater to all the students,”
said Incantolupo. Normally, any time
alcohol is served there is an event going
on; there are not many nights when only
the bar is open. McPhail’s is considered
to be an entertainment facility for all stu
dents by the S.A.I.L. office.

McPhail’s has been great for
PC. It is the perfect on-campus
hang-out.
Sean Stak ’06
However, some students complained
that McPhail’s was geared toward the
upperclassmen. “[McPhail’s] is a good
place to hang out and get a cheap milk
shake, but other than that there isn’t
much for people under 21 to do,” said
Ted Grant ’06.

McPhail’s will begin the Sunday NFL
Ticket event on Sunday nights, showing
all the football games, as well as various
HBO series. PC Perk, where students
can enjoy coffee and donuts while watch
ing Must See TV, occurs every Thurs
day. Other activities at McPhail’s in
clude Rock and Roll Jeopardy, a weekly
pool league, dances, late night break
fasts, concerts, lectures, and spaghetti
dinners.
It is the hope of the S.A.I.L. office
and everyone involved with McPhail’s
that its popularity will continue to grow
and that McPhail’s will become a regu
lar hangout for the PC community. Some
of the events are only in the evening for
a couple of hours, and while there are a
lot of events planned, there is time avail
able for clubs and organizations to re
serve McPhail’s through the S.A.I.L.
office. Upcoming events are always
posted in the S.A.I.L. digest, on table
tents in Raymond Cafeteria and Alumni
Food Court, and on posters around cam
pus.

Bonhoeffer: Documentary explores plot to assassinate Hitler
continued from front page
school.
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and
historians and theologians including
John de Gruchy and Geffrey Kelly were
also interviewed for the film.
In addition to interviews with
personal acquaintances of Bonhoeffer,
Doblmeier and his team conducted
extensive research for three and a half
years in both Europe and America, that
yielded footage and photographs, some
of which had been lost or forgotten.
Doblmeier discussed the pains gone
through to obtain family photographs,
some slightly larger than a postage
stamp, to contribute to the visual
representation of Bonhoeffer’s life. Also
unearthed was a recording of a speech
delivered by Hitler in which he prays for
God’s blessing.
Following Sept. 11, 2001, Journey
Films were forced to stop production due
to lack of funding and donations.
“There’s nothing more valueless than a
film that is two-thirds finished,” said
Doblmeier, who personally solicited
donations for the completion of his
documentary.
Fortunately, the crew was able to
complete Bonhoeffer in time to submit
it to the Sundance Film Festival at the
end of 2002. Though the film did not
obtain one of the 112 slots, Doblmeier
appealed to the Interfaith Council in Park
City, Utah for help. A coalition of
churches agreed to screen Bonhoeffer
during Sundance and was viewed by
sold-out audiences every night.
Upon his return to Washington, D.C.,
Doblmeier received letters from
churches and synagogues requesting him

to show his documentary. He and his
Journey Films team traveled around the
country showing the film a total of 55
times in places of worship and
conversing with the viewers.
“People really do continue.. .to seek
out God,” said Doblmeier, who enjoyed
getting feedback. “People saw a model
for themselves in Bonhoeffer,” he
commented, though he admitted, “some
people.. .gave me hell.”
One of Doblmeier’s aims in making
this film was to “tell a historic story so it
has contemporary impact.” Bonhoeffer
achieves this goal because, “the role of
the church in the modem world, national
loyalty and personal conscience...are
issues we continue to struggle with
today,” Dobelmeier said.
Doblmeier recognizes his good
fortune: “The distributor took a risk on
a documentary about a dead German
theologian.” The film opened June 20
in New York and still draws large
audiences despite initial skepticism.
The 90 minute documentary follows
the life of Dietrich Bonhoeffer who was
one of the first men to directly oppose
Adolf Hitler. He not only encouraged
Christians to support the Jews, but also
participated in plotting the assassination
of Hitler. “Bonhoeffer is one of the great
examples of moral courage in the face
of conflict,” explained Doblmeier.
Bonhoeffer’s mother cultivated
strong intellectual and moral characters
in her seven children, though his interest
in religion seemed to begin extraneously.
Bonhoeffer received his doctorate degree
in 1927 at the age of 21 and served as a
vicar the following year.
In 1930, he traveled to New York to
continue his theological studies at Union
Seminary where he was introduced to the

ecumenical movement.
Two years after Bonhoeffer’s return
to Germany, Hitler became Fuhrer and
the German Evangelical Church
welcomed Nazism as relief from the
emotional and economic chaos of the
Weimar years.
“Hitler was a very moral leader,” said
Doblmeier, pointing out that he did not
drink and adhered to conservative
Christian views, and was therefore able
to gain support of the church. “Once he
got the churches behind him, it was
done,” he explained.
Though the Third Reich gained
support rapidly, “Bonhoeffer was one of
the first to stand up and speak out against
Hitler,” which according to Doblmeier
was a result of his time in America and
his strong family.
As the Christian church in Germany
split, Bonhoeffer was presented with the
“opportunity to really create something,”
culminating in his seminary at
Finkenwalde, ultimately closed by the
Nazis, and the establishment of the
Confessing Church.
“I have a greater admiration of how
he was able to do what he did in that
time,” Doblmeier said of Bonhoeffer,
who was the first to address how the
church, which should fight against
political injustice, would react to Nazi
atrocities.
Reflecting back on his first
knowledge of Bonhoeffer, Doblmeier
said, “When you study someone in high
school.. .you have a tendency to think of
them as a different kind of person.”
Doblmeier found Bonhoeffer to make
mistakes and question choices and tries
to show this human: “What I admire
about him so much is that he’d go back
and look at his decisions.”

Bonhoeffer joined forces with his
brother Klaus and his two brothers-inlaw, Hans von Dohnanyi and Rudiger
Schleicher in plotting to kill Hitler.
Despite his conspiratorial par
ticipation, Bonhoeffer, according to
Doblmeier was a “pacifist at heart.” “I
spent days with Eberhard Bethge,” said
Doblmeier, “and Bonhoeffer knew he
would have to take over the guilt of
killing” since he partially blamed himself
for the “unleashing” of Hitler.
Assassination attempts were unsuc
cessful and resulted in the incarceration
of Bonhoeffer and his associates. While
in prison, “He knew what was going to
happen,” commented Doblmeier. His
writings during that time show he
concentrated on faith, forgiveness, and
the welfare of others, making what
Doblmeier describes as “one of the most
profound statements on faith in God.”
Bonhoeffer understood his fate and,
in 1945, he and the three other men were
executed for treason by the Nazi Party.
Up until a few years ago Bonhoeffer’s
name remained on the list of traitors in
Germany even though his great
accomplishments in theology and social
reform had been recognized
internationally.
Doblmeier, who found cooperation in
both the German government and church
while researching Bonhoeffer is proud
that the documentary will be shown in
Germany in February 2004.
Bonhoeffer will be playing at the
Columbus Theatre, 270 Broadway,
through next Thui sday. Show times can
be found at www.columbustheatre.com.
For more information on Doblmeier’s
documentary, visit www.bonhoeffer.com
or www.joumeyfilms.com.
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One land, two perspectives
The Palestin
ians were given
the West Bank
and Gaza strip
when Israel was
declared a state
in 1947. A
restaurant in
Haifa, in
Northern Israel,
was the site of
last week’s
suicide attack.
Israel re
sponded with
an attack on the
Gaza Strip, in a
neighborhood
near the
Egyptian
border.

Rescue workers after a suicide bomb
in Haifa, Israel killed 20 on Oct. 4.

Israel
After the atrocities of World War II
against the Jews of Europe, there was a
massive international movement to cre
ate a Jewish safehaven in Palestine. The
state of Israel was
NEWS officially established
ANALYSIS by the United Na
tions in 1947. The
borders encompass Jerusalem as well 55
percent of the remaining area of Pales
tine.
As a non-Muslim, pro-Western na
tion in the heart of the Middle East, Is
rael has been plagued by violence from
displaced Palestinians and other Arabs.
Israel is among the top recipients for
United States foreign aid, and relations
with Washington have ranged from fair
to good.
Conservative Israeli Jews believe that
the entire Palestinian land is rightfully
theirs and the settlements are just.
However, there is a growing liberal
movement within Israel to create a Pal
estine state. Compromise and separa
tion, they believe, is the only way to
achieve lasting peace.
A 50-page symbolic resolution, called
the “Geneva Accords, was agreed upon
by non official Israeli and Palestinian
diplomats last week. The plan called for
Palestinian statehood and re-introduction
of the 1967 borders. In return, the Pal
estinians would forgo their “right of re
turn” to Israeli land and would have to
live in Palestine or in a third country.
However, the right-wing government
summarily rejects the principle of Pal
estinian sovereignty. When confronted
with the question of a Palestinian state,
Israeli Foreign Minister Silvan Shalom
said “There is a government in Israel and
everything else is virtually at best.”
Israeli attacks in the Gaza Strip and
the West Bank have sparked the debate
between the country's right to defend it
self against terrorism versus what oth
ers believe is an effort to oppress the
Palestinian Arab population.

MCM Quest

by

Sarah Long ’04
World Editor

Israel and the Palestinians experienced
another series of violence in the past two
weeks, starting with a suicide bomber that
killed 20 people in Israel and ending in a
three day military opMIDDLE eration in the Gaza
EAST strip that left 1,000
homeless.
A woman entered a seaside restaurant
on Oct. 4 in Haifa, Israel and detonated a
bomb, killing herself and 19 others.
The city of Haifa is known for its peace
and tolerance between Israeli Jews and
Arab Palestinians. Maxim restaurant is
jointly owned by Jews and Arabs and is
frequented by a mixed crowd. The blast
destroyed the restaurant in the early af
ternoon, when families were eating lunch.
Joseph Assad is an Israeli Arab who’s
niece’s husband was killed in the blast.
“I pray to God this will be the last bomb
ing,” he said. “If we continue with the
bloodshed, we are all losers.”
The militant Palestinian group Islamic
Jihad claimed responsibility for the at
tack.
The Israeli government blames the
Palestinian Authority, and particularly
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, for not
doing enough to combat terrorism. After
two blasts on Sept. 9 killed 15 people, Is
rael decided in principle to oust Arafat.
Israeli Minister of Science and Tech
nology Eliezer Sandberg said “Arafat is
a terrorist. He was a terrorist for 30 years.
We have to do something to change that,
and the steps begin right here.”
President George W. Bush called the
Haifa attack “despicable,” and said that
Israel has a right to combat terrorism.

However, he is opposed to ousting
Arafat by force.
Less than a week later, on Oct. 11,
Israel began a three-day military opera
tion in the Gaza Strip.
The attack was aimed at weapons
smuggling tunnels, but flattened
roughly 100 homes at a refugee camp
in the town of Rafah near the Egyptian
border.
The United Nations estimates that
1,240 were left homeless after the at
tack, who have been sleeping in schools
and public buildings.
Critics say that this was the largest
demolition in a single raid, and the Pal
estinian government is outraged.

I pray to God this will be the
last bombing. If we continue
with the bloodshed, we are all
losers.
Joseph Assad
“This is as classic war against Pales
tinian people,” said Foreign Minister
Nabil Shaath.
Washington sees the attack on the
Gaza strip as a legitimate part of fight
against terrorism. When asked to com
ment on the attacks on Rajah, U.S. State
Department spokesman Richard Boucher
said, “We continue to be very concerned
about terrorism. We understand Israel s
need to defend itself. We've always said
that Israel needs to consider the conse
quences of its actions and that's all we
have to say about those particular
events.”
Sources: NY Times, BBC, New Zealand
Herald, Jerusalem Times, CNN, NPR

BBC

Israel attacks the Gaza Strip in an
effort to destroy weapons tunnels.

Palestine
The land of Israel is important to the
Islamic faith. Jerusalem, in particular,
contains several sacred sites including
the Dome of the Rock, where Muslims
NEWS believe that the
ANALYSIS ProPhet Moham
mad took his jour
ney to heaven.
Palestine was inhabited by Muslims
beginning in the seventh century A.D.,
until their land split down the middle
when Israel was declared a Jewish state
in 1947 after the Holocaust. Israel took
about 55 percent of the land, leaving only
the West Bank and the small Gaza strip
for the Palestinians.
Israel overtook these territories in the
“Six Day War” of 1967. They withdrew
after a cease-fire was reached, but have
maintained a heavy military presence in
the territories and have established settle
ments.
Grassroot violence in these areas have
continued intermittently, called intifada,
or “popular uprising.” The intifada
peaked in 1987 and again in 2000.
Palestinian governance is all but im
possible in their territories. Because 140
Israeli settlements are dispersed through
out the West Bank and Gaza Strip, the
Palestinian Authority is unable to gov
ern these discontinguous lands. Pales
tine is not a state, and so does not yet
have any internationally recognized sov
ereignty in these areas. Thus, the Pales
tinian government and other moderate
Palestinian groups want to see the Israe
lis to leave the West Bank and Gaza Strip
and for Palestine to become a state.
Radical Palestinians see the land as
for Muslims only, and do not recognize
Israel's right to exist. Palestinian vio
lence against Israel has spiked since dip
lomats layed out the “road map” to peace
in the area, what many see as an effort
to sabatoge a compromise with Israel and
its Western allies.

The American Studies Program, the Political Science Department,
and the History Club present...
"I've Got a Song: A Program of Stories and Songs
of Protest from a Child of the Left—A Living
H Istory of the McCarthy Era/'

on Wednesday, October 22,2003, at 7pm in FAC400.
This musical program is concerned and performed by nancy Hood,
mezzo Soprano with Keyboard Hccompaniment and Recorder by
Rick Keller. The musical program will be complemented by a
backdrop of slides, photographs and newspaper clippings from the
period of the mid 1940s through the early 1960s. A brief panel
discussion on dull liberties and national security will follow.
Refreshments will be served. Free and open to the public.
Call Dr. Manchester (2846), Dr. Trudeau (2926),
or Eric Farrell (3962) for questions or details.
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Week in Review
Compilied by Danica Pecirep ’04

Local:
New hotel in downtown Providence
Plans for a new hotel at Memorial
Boulevard and Exchange Street in
Providence are in the works. Although
a hotel brand has yet to be selected, the
proposed project, which will cost about
$43 million, will be partially financed
by GTECH Holdings, the corporation
that is building its headquarters across
the street from the site.
The building will be orange brick
with a maroon trim, designed to match
the historical theme of the other build
ings around it. On the street level there
will be a an art gallery and a 16,000
square foot outdoor sculpture garden so
as to keep the streetscape as lively as
possible as the Capital Center Commis
sion mandates.
National:
Elder sniper pleads not guilty
John Allen Muhammed, the elder of
the two accused DC snipers pleaded not
guilty Tuesday to murder charges, in the
first trial of many both men are likely
to face. If convicted Muhammed could
get the death penalty.
However, defense lawyers say it will
be difficult to prosecute him on murder

College
News

Supreme Court to hear “Pledge of Al
legiance” case
The Supreme Court agreed on Tues
day to consider whether or not public
schools violate the Constitution by re
quiring public school teachers to lead the
students in reciting the Pledge of Alle
giance to the flag of “one nation under
God.” This case is an appeal by a Cali
fornia school district of a decision the
Unites States Court of Appeal for the
Ninth Circuit in San Francisco issued 16
months ago, that has sparked intense na

tional debate. The case is to be argued
in February or March and to be decided
by early next summer.
International:

World Staff

Students at New York University
witnessed an increase in security over
the weekend after the second student in
a month committed suicide inside the
Elmer Holmes Bobst Library.
Stephen Bohler, a College of Arts
and Sciences freshman, jumped from
the tenth floor of the library Friday af
ternoon and was taken to St. Vincent’s
Hospital, where he was pronounced
dead. This suicide comes as an even
greater shock to the campus because
exactly four weeks ago, College of Arts
and Sciences junior John Skolnik also
jumped to his death from the tenth floor
of the library.
Stephen Bohler had graduated from
Stivers School for the Arts in Dayton,
Ohio, but had recently moved to Irvine,
California. Intending to major in ro
mance languages, Bohler spoke four
languages, French being his favorite,

Weekly

Spotlight
Peter Smith ’04
World Staff

Speaking to a crowd of only 300
people in the Cleveland City Council
chambers on Monday, Dennis J.
Kucinich, a four-term Ohio Congress
man, threw his hat into the ring as a long
shot candidate for the Democratic nomi
nation for the Presidency in 2004.
Kucinich presented a liberal platform
focused on nonviolence, universal
healthcare, workers’ rights, increased
spending for education, and reduction
in corporate influence over elected offi
cials.
Kucinich’s lengthy political career
has seen its highs and lows, but never a
lack of action. He grew up in very
humble beginnings, claiming to have
lived in 21 different places, including
automobiles, by his 17th birthday.
He began his political career in 1967
when he won a seat in Cleveland’s city
council while enrolled as a student at
Case Western Reserve University. Af
ter six years of service on the council,

Should one or both of
the D.C. snipers be
put to death?

Revised Iraq Resolution in the works
The Bush administration is now al
most sure it will receive Security Coun
cil approval of a revised United Nations
resolution on the future of Iraq, diplo
mats said on Tuesday. This resolution
will be an important step in the admin
istrations attempt to gain more interna
tional backing for both occupation forces
in Iraq and the rebuilding of the country.
Many countries are now in the process
of stating their positions and negotiations
are taking place.
China goes to space
China launched a spacecraft,
Shenzhou V, from the Gobi dessert on
Wednesday. One astronaut was aboard.
The country now awaits its safe return,
which would place China among the
world’s few space-faring nations. The
mission is to perform some scientific ex
periments and to carry seeds for agricul
tural tests.

“I think they should be put to death,
but age should be taken into account.”

Erik Seide ’05

Sources: NY Times, Providence Journal

Second NYU suicide stuns campus

By Jill Szaro ‘05

by

charges, since Lee Boyd Malvo, his ju
venile accomplice, is the one accused of
pulling the trigger.
An additional problem this case faces
in going to trial, that has now been rem
edied, was finding jurors for a case that
was known worldwide. The state of Vir
ginia, where the first of these trials is be
ing held, has brought two charges against
Muhammed. One, that is the result of leg
islation passed in Virginia after Sept. 11,
2001, makes trying to terrorize a com
munity or influence government through
intimidation a capital crime. The other is
under a state law that makes killing more
than one person during a three-year pe
riod a capital crime.

“The older one should. The younger
one was taken advantage of.”

Vanessa Soyito, Graduate Student
and had joined the varsity diving team at
NYU.
In an attempt to reach out and sup
port the students, a campus-wide email
was sent informing the community about
the death and the counseling that would
be available, both at the library, and at
Bohler’s dormitory for those who were
grieving.
In the email, Vice President for Stu
dent Affairs Marc Wais wrote, “We are a
close community, and the sudden loss of
a young person’s life comes as a shock.
Each one saddens us profoundly. We
should take strength from one another,
and we should be aware that there are
helping hands all around us.”
Designed by architects Philip Johnson
and Richard Foster and opened in 1973,
Elmer Holmes Bobst Library attracts
more than 6,000 people a day and holds
more than 3.3 million volumes. Because
this is the second suicide in a month at
the NYU library, steps are being taken to
increase safety and enclose the inner bal

conies of the library with Plexiglass.
Over the weekend, an increased security
presence guarded the temporary barri
ers that blocked the balconies above the
third floor of the library.
The installation of Plexiglass along
the upper balconies has sparked a debate
on campus over the past few days. While
some members of the NYU community
believe it will be a constant reminder of
those who died in the library, others be
lieve the enclosure of the balconies will
prevent future incidents like the recent
suicides from occurring. “Even if they
create an oppressive atmosphere, barri
ers would be a safety mechanism to pre
vent future suicides in the building,” said
Steinhardt School of Education junior
Daniel Kovari. “What would you rather
have - a reminder of a tragedy or more
people jumping?”

Sources: New York Times, Washington
Square News (NYU campus newspaper)

Shereef Faye ’06

ODDLY
ENOUGH
Don’t try this at home

Rep. Dennis
Kucinich
Kucinich was elected mayor of Cleveland
at the age of 31, making him the young
est person ever to be elected mayor of a
major city.
As mayor he faced many challenges
including a staggering deficit in the city
budget. He refused area banks’ demands
that the city’s Municipal Electric System
should be a private company. The city
was consequently driven into financial
default. This refusal to sell the company
cost him his re-election bid in 1979, but
he regained the public respect when it was
revealed years later that the banks held
financial interests in the private utility
company. Kucinich spent the 1970s and
80s working as a teacher, consultant, and
television news reporter as he tried to res
urrect his political career.
In 1994, he was elected to the Ohio
State Senate and two years later won a
fierce battle with Rep. Martin R. Hoke
(R.) for 10th District seat of Ohio in the
United States House of Representatives.
He has won re-election three times since.
Although he ranks last among the nine
Democratic candidates in national polls

“I am against the death penalty. If
they are found guilty, they should be
sentenced to life in prison.”

and fundraising, Kucinich commands a
grassroots following and has been widely
praised by other progressive politicians.
Most notable of these is Green Party
leader Ralph Nader who said he would
consider forgoing his own candidacy if
Kucinich were selected as the Demo
cratic candidate.
In a field of Democrats all trying to
appear anti-Bush, Kucinich boasts the
most consistent anti-Bush voting record
in Congress. He has been vehemently
opposed free-trade organizations like the
World Trade Organization and the North
American Free Trade Association. He
is also firmly against nuclear prolifera
tion, genetically engineered foods, and
the controversial Patriot Act, which he
says stifles basic civil liberties. Kucinich
is scheduled to make a three-day, eleven
state tour this week to kick off his cam
paign.
Sources: CNN, NY Times

It may seem like something out a
movie, but the crimes of Allan Menzies
were a reality. The twenty-two year old
Scottish man was jailed for life Wednes
day, Oct. 8 after killing his best friend,
Thomas McKendrick.
The horror of killing his best friend
is amplified by the brutal and bizarre
nature of the crime. Menzies not only
killed McKendrick, but also drank his
blood and ate part of his skull. Although
it seems more Hannibal-esque, Menzies
told the High Court in Edinburgh Scot
land that the 2002 horror film, Queen of
the Damned, was his inspiration.
Menzies claims to have made a pact
with Akasha, the character of a female
vampire in the movie played by the latesinger Aaliyah. He subsequently stabbed
McKendrick in the hope of becoming
immortal.
Menzies plead guilty after his origi
nal offer to plead guilty on the grounds
of diminished responsibility was re
jected. The judge sentenced him to serve
i at least 18 years without parole and cited
I Menzies as, “an evil, violent, and highly
dangerous man who is not fit to be at
liberty.”

Sources: Reuters, Netscape News,
Yahoo News
—Kathryn Treadway ’06
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Animal cruelty Programming a good side
runs wild in
three-ring
circuses
by Juliette Paul ’05
Asst. Commentary Editor

by Caitlin Ford ’05
Commentary Editor

Since Roy Hom, of the famous Siegfried and Roy
Big Cat Show, was critically injured by one of his
“trained” tigers during a performance in Las Vegas,
interest and education in the state of performing animals
has increased dramatically. People
WILDLIFE across the country were shocked at the
news of the incident. But Horn’s
encounter is simply a high-profile case
of the type of attacks that occur across the United States
every year. Wild animals are not meant to perform for
our entertainment, and their exploitation needs to end.
While Siegfried and Roy do promote animal
conservation, their show promotes just the opposite.
According to the American Zoo and Aquarium
Association, breeding white tigers serves no conservation
purposes. Contrary to popular belief, white tigers are
not endangered. In fact, they are not even considered a
species—it is simply a gene that causes their color
variation. Furthermore, all captive white tigers are inbred,
causing congenital defects like club feet, cataracts and
hip disorders that are nearly crippling.
Animals bred and kept in captivity also do not display
psychologically appropriate behavior. They see
interaction with humans as right and common, instead
of interaction with other animals. Veterinary experts from
the People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA)
say that symptoms of mental distress, such as swaying,
pacing, bar-biting, and self-mutilation, are common
among performing animals because they are deprived of
their natural needs and instincts to exercise, socialize,
forage, and play.
This causes risk to handlers, trainers, and audience
members. Fighting and playing are natural behaviors,
and with only humans to interact with, animals will fight
and play with them, often with disastrous effects. Roy
Hom’s injuries were caused by this kind of unnatural
psychology. Siegfried Fischbacher claimed on Larry
King Live that the tiger did not actually attack Hom, but
was trying to help him. The seven-year-old tiger, named
Montecore, tried to carry Hom offstage, but thinking like
a tiger, picked Hom up by the back of the neck with his
teeth. Although not a malicious act on the tiger’s part, it
makes the danger of keeping performing animals even
more clear.
More alarming than this behavior, however, is the
maltreatment of performing animals. Animals do not
naturally perform tricks like riding bicycles and jumping
through rings of fire. Therefore, trainers induce fear to
make animals entertain. Large cats, bears, elephants,
and monkeys are commonly beaten, shocked and
whipped. Bears have their noses broken in training, and
often have their front paws burned to make them stand
upright. Elephants are chained because of their size and
power, and are often beaten and corralled with bullhooks.
Elephants also suffer from captivity-induced foot
problems and arthritis because of the unnatural leg
motions they are forced to perform, and all circus animals
suffer from limited access to food, water, and veterinary
care.
The training and poor conditions that these animals
endure does not even lead to a result that is beneficial to
anyone. Circuses provide a skewed vision of wildlife,
and do not provide proper respect and understanding of
animals for their audiences. Scott Carter, director of
conservation and animal welfare at the Detroit Zoo stated
that if people understood that entertainment animals do
not lead natural lives, they might refuse to attend animal
circuses and even ban them from their cities and towns.
Wild animals are not meant to be kept in captivity. It
took thousands of years for the wolf to become the
domesticated dog, and even they cannot always be
completely tamed. Nor do wild animals have to perform
tricks to be entertaining. Watching them interact with
each other in their natural habitats or in conservationminded zoos is amazing enough.
Animal circuses will continue to tour and to mistreat
their wild animals as long as there are paying audiences.

Retreat. A bad excuse to not
really get holy. A coalition of
overused icebreakers and campfire
songs led by hyperactive plastic
smiles that make
CAMPUS retreatants un
comfortable. An
okay week-end
that could have been spent
elsewhere.
These descriptions do not apply
to the Providence College Board of
Programmers (B.O.P.). On Oct 4,
B.O.P. began their annual retreat,
intended to build unity and enforce
leadership. The retreat has occurred
annually for at least seven years,
lasting all day Saturday and into
Sunday morning. Following a
three-year tradition, Chaplain Rev.
Brendan Murphy, O.P. said Mass
for the entire board, with the
executive board helping as
liturgical ministers.
The value B.O.P. places on their
retreat, coming from one of the
largest, most influential, non
religious, student-run PC clubs,
says a lot about the board in
general. Nora Kilkelly, B.O.P. Vice
President, commented, “It’s nice to
have a spiritual aspect to the retreat
since we’re a Catholic school.
Although the retreat was not
necessarily religious, it was
spiritual and emotional.”
September is an extremely busy
month for B.O.P., especially due to
the incoming freshman class. An
October retreat is a much-deserved

re-energizer that runs like a
standard retreat. This year, the
retreat began with creative problem
solving activities, after which the
board broke into committees to
review the board’s mission
statement, goals for the year, and
planned events. Melissa Frank,
Assistant Director of the Student
Involvement Activities Leadership
Office, (S.A.I.L.), which oversees
B.O.P. was impressed by the
board’s enthusiasm. She stated,
“Some of the ideas were very well
received.”
Why should the rest of campus
care about another club’s retreat?
Because every Providence College
club deserves to be admired for its
respectable qualities. Campus
should be made aware of the
positive aspects of its clubs, not
always the negative. Even B.O.P.,
a board often criticized for elitism
and exclusiveness, can be credited
for a component as small as a wellrespected retreat. The spiritual
element of the retreat is an
additionally pleasant surprise.
The retreat exceeds the
customary “feel good” high.
Rather, it strikes a very personal
chord for members, which is
unexpected of a non-religious
oriented board. Kilkelly was very
hesitant to divulge any specific
information concerning Saturday
night, proving its significance to
B.O.P. morale. She cautiously
alluded to a campfire ceremony
with an open forum and a letter
writing ceremony. “There were

tears,” Kilkelly stated, sum
marizing the experience.
A main motive of the retreat is
to acclimate new members of the
board. (Critics of initiation should
take its retreat aspect into
consideration.) Kilkelly and Frank
both agreed that retreat is the
turning point for many. “You don’t
necessarily have to be friends with
the people you work with,” Kilkelly
said, “But if you know them and
understand how they work, it will
be easier to accomplish your
common goal.”
When asked how plans were
looking for the upcoming year,
Kilkelly mainly emphasized
B.O.P.’s need for student input. “If
we don’t know what students like,
we won’t be able to provide stu
dents with events they enjoy.” This
statement, in the wake of retreat,
distinguishes B.O.P. from other
campus clubs. For the rest of the
year, they are flipping our ham
burgers, coordinating our outings,
and representing us to bands that
they schedule. Reputation or not,
B.O.P. deserves recognition for
voluntarily identifying themselves
with campus spirituality so they can
pull the rest of campus together.
B.O.P. is an example and a
reflection of the internal re
lationships of many campus clubs.
They don’t need to be close, but
they choose to be close, so that their
mission can effectively extend
campus-wide.
I think they have been
successful.

Pope more than a religious icon
by

Terence Sweeney ’06
Commentary Staff

The world will soon be facing a
situation in which it will no longer
have a guiding figure of greatness.
That is what is so sad about the
decline of Pope John
Paul II. While it
ROME
would be foolish to
say with total con
fidence that his life will be over
soon (considering his well-known
ability to survive) one can
nonetheless predict that the Pope s
life will come to an end in the not
too distant future. And when he
does pass, the world will be left
with an absence of moral
leadership.
In a landscape of little men
leading the world, John Paul II has
dominated the past 25 years of
history. With a message of hope
and his motto, “Be not afraid,” the
pope has succeeded in achieving
incomparable greatness in his era.
One of John Paul’s greatest
actions was going to Israel and
apologized to the world for the
persecution of Jews by the Church
and for the failure of the Church to
use its power strongly against
Nazism. But what has defined the
Pope’s reign is not his ability to
merely talk, but his ability to lead
by example. Where the Church
failed in fighting Nazism, the Pope

ensured that it would succeed in
fighting communist tyranny.
The Pope did not try to
passively oppose the tyranny of the
Soviets. He dared to go to those
oppressed nations and say that this
will not stand. He announced to
the world that the “degradation of
the fundamental uniqueness in each
person” was a moral wrong that
had to be redressed. He had the
courage to call out tyranny as evil
and to strive in each nation to
support the goodness of humanity
and the need to foster that
goodness. The Pope has not limited
his criticism to communism. He
has denounced capitalism’s
obsessive materialism and greed.

In a landscape of little men
leading the world, John
Paul II has dominated the
past 25 years of history.

This man has not merely
denounced evil, but he has gone to
so many different nations to
embrace humanity. In each nation
he enters, he kisses the ground and
then goes and embraces the people
with a message that each person is
a beautiful creation and that no one,
whether they are an unborn child,

a murderer, a dying person, or an
Iraqi soldier, should be tossed aside
as being unworthy of life. Life,
according to the pope is a gift given
to each person that cannot be taken
away.
This message so frequently
given lip service by different
people, has been lived by John Paul
II. The Pope has lived in an era in
which his moral courage has often
stood alone. The world now seems
dominated by two types of people:
those who scream that God and
morality are supposedly on their
side, so they can do whatever they
want, and those who are too
cowardly to say that anything is
morally wrong, and who want a
world in which all actions are
justifiable and all beliefs relative.
The Pope has had the courage to
say that God is on all of our sides
and that morality exists and should
be adhered to, but should never be
forced on people. To quote David
Bloom of the New York Times, John
Paul II has had the courage to
preach “truth with tolerance.”
Twenty-five years ago, John
Paul II made the world his parish.
He guided the world to become a
better place. While the Pope was
not successful in everything he did,
his future absence will be terrible
for us all. The world needs his
moral courage and it needs in its
darkest hours to “Be not afraid.”
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Tangents and Tirades
Fallfoliage the best therapy New England trees in October make me feel sappy in
more than one way. In this region of the country, the natural world is so beautiful
this time of year. Coming out of the open fields of the Prairie State, it is very easy
for me to appreciate autumnal treetops. Once the leaves start changing colors,
walk up the hill between McVmney Hall and Meagher Hall and look left when
you’re passing Aquinas Hall. Natural therapy does a body good when campus life
consumes you season in and out. — Juliette Paul ’05

Red Sox “Curse” a part of culture
A little note from a Yankees fan that has
lived many years in New England. Although many people are wishing the Red Sox
would win the World Series because of their 85 years of suffering, people need to
realize just how terrible it would be for Red Sox fans if their team did win. It has
become an integral part of the culture of New England to lose. Losing is a part of
New Englanders lives. If all of the sudden the Red Sox win, there will no longer be
any uniqueness to being a Red Sox fan. Having irrational hope at the beginning of
the baseball season and then having their hearts ripped out and salt rubbed in the
wound is part of being a New England fan. If the Red Sox win, their fans will lose
meaning. Their lives require constant heartbreak, and the ensuing disorder would
destroy the Northeast. So as a concerned objective Yankees fan, I hope and pray
that all you Red Sox fans have a team that keeps on losing.
— Terence Sweeney ’06

Finals change unwelcome Is anyone sure of what is going on with finals this
semester? They do not end until Dec. 20, and Civ finals are on a Saturday. Is the
schedule a misprint, as rumors around campus are hinting? If not, I do not under
stand the sudden change, as the finals schedule has been the same for the last two
years. Winter break has been cut short, and reading period is not the typical week
end, but is in the middle of the week. Does anyone else have a headache just
thinking about this? - Caitlin Ford ’05
Pack your bags or don’t eat Columbus Day Weekend offers a relaxing break
from the daily hustle of tests and papers. Cars from all over New England and the
tri-state area migrated to campus last Friday and were furiously packed with six
weeks worth of laundry. Campus was eerily quiet, even when Pedro went WWF on
the grandfatherly Don Zimmer. I have no problem with people going home for the
three-day weekend. If I didn’t live in Washington, I probably would too. But why
does the College shut down? Slavin was closed all weekend, and not just the Alumni
Cafe, but the entire building. Racquetball courts: closed. Bookstore: closed. PC
tells potential students that this is not a suitcase school (which is completely true—
most weekends students have their friends visit PC), but the College encouraged
students to leave this weekend. — Michael J. Raia ’05

This is Providence College
So, I’m out doing a little skateboarding around
campus the other night, and it just so happens to be the same night that the Red Sox
beat the A’s to win the American League Division Series. Well, just like with any
other mediocre event here at PC, the Red Sox winning automatically means every
drunken kid on-campus and off has to run to the quad to start up a huge “Yankee’s
suck” chant and bum stuff. The quad was starting to look reminiscent of the LA
riots, so PC security shows up in force. I figure they would try and get the kids to
leave, start putting out the fires, and return order and semblance to campus. Nope,
not even close. They walk up to my friend and I and tell us that we can’t skate on
campus and need to leave. “Oh no problem officer, we don’t want to cause any
trouble or destroy property or keep people that are trying to sleep up. We’ll run to
the store right now and buy a “Coyboy Up” shirt and come back and join the fun.”
- Pete Tavis ’05

The Cowl 7

Letters to the Editor:
Cowl’s Online Poll out of line
I am sure the poll posted to the Cowl’s webpage asking “Which commentary
writer would you most like to pummel?” was intended to be a joke of some sort.
However I fail to see any reason for it or how it would be seen as funny. Even more
so considering that five of the seven choices are females. I find this to be completely
irresponsible on the part of the members of the staff involved in allowing this to be
posted. Violence like this should not be joked about, especially when directed at
women.
This is a serious problem in this country already. We don’t need some juvenile
poll reducing it to a joke.
Tim Farrell ‘01

Corporate-Cola
by

Lisa Viau ’04

Good, now that you’re reading
I’ve got your attention
My message is simple
Not too much to mention

Corporate power surrounds us
That undying greed
Stand up and resist it
It’s what we all need

Walk around campus
It’s all that you see
A red colored bottle
Reading C & C

1 thought we had choices
Don’t we live in this nation?
Our freedoms are slipping
Due to privatization

The funny thing is
Coke has so many faces
Different names, different tastes
But jam packed into cases

Why does our school support them?
Maybe we score a mint
But surely all Coke’s abuses
Don’t fit the mission statement

Sure I get thirsty
I might want to give in
But I stick to my guns
And my Green Party pin

Work for social justice
Be a conscious consumer
Refuse to be blinded
By a CEO’s humor

The truth of the matter
Is Coke’s not “the hit”
Violates human rights
All over the planet
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Corrections and Amplifications
In the Athlete of the Week section of the
scoreboard page which ran in the Oct. 9, 2003
issue of The Cowl, we incorrectly stated that
freshman Field Hockey player Melissa
McGow’s hometown. McGow is from
Branford, Conn.
We apologize for our errors.

Online Poll Results
Poll from 10/09 issue: “Which commentary writer would
you most like to pummel?”
Mike Raia (writer emeritus)

Juliette Paul
(20%, 10 votes)

Terence Sweeney
(16%, 8 votes)

Poll current as of Wednesday 4 p.m.
Vote on this issue’s poll at www.thecowl.com: “How will the world react to the
Pope’s eventual passing?”
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Shake ya tailfeather
Wade Robson’s oversexed and self-aggrandizing MTV
contest gives new meaning to dirty dancing
TheBottom
Line
By Anna Kukowski ’06
A&E Staff
Sex gets your attention.
Who’s going to say that it
doesn’t? Or that it shouldn’t?
Well in MTV’s Wade Robson
Project it catches a little too
much attention—it’s downright
distracting. The “talent contest”
is little more than a vehicle for
choreographer Wade Robson,
whose sexed-up dancers are
what grab his ratings.

I call this one “Blue
Steel”', the self-centered
Wade Robson’s Project
brings the reality-TV
talent competition
genre to a new low
with skimpy outfits
and overly suggestive
choreography.

Wade keep elbowing his way
into all of the combinations?
Even when contestants were
learning combinations or
performing them for the
audience, Wade was bouncing
to his own drumbeat in the
background. Wade let it be
known that his choreography
dominated the contest. At one
point during the second group
combination, on Monday night
Wade participated—covering
Tyler so we couldn’t even see
him in the formations. He even
got the two minute biography
that all the other contestants
had. Was I watching the “Wade
Dance Expo” or a talent
competition? I’m still not sure.

detracted from women’s true
talent, which many of them did
have, though it was very well
hidden.
The guys had another
A Little Background Info
approach to winning. The male
MTV
In each episode, there are
contestants were more focused
four dancers. Wade (the host gave at the beginning and end had to use the choreography and on the dancing than on shocking
who frequently lets it be known of Monday night’s show made costumes from a music video. the audience with sensual The Bottom Line
that he is a professional dancer me wonder who would actually Just as JC ChaseZ’s opening movements. But then again,
Believe me, I don’t want to
and choreographer—Britney’s want to be in one of his videos. dancer dropped from a short would a male dancer really win stand here on my soapbox and
choreographer, to be exact) His “dancers” were barely skirt and a tight shirt into the the audience over in this way? say that MTV is demoralizing
throws them a few twists and clothed, sporting only small outfit explained previously, Probably not. Instead, all the women. It’s far too easy and
turns by making them learn shorts, fishnets, and a contestants on the Project such male dancers focused upon tiresome to make that claim of
combinations here and there, contraption of a shirt. The as Elizabeth managed to spend impressive footwork and quick anything today. It’s just that the
and having an occasional choreographer didn’t get any about 16 counts (out of a minute movements. For example, Flex women’s choreography and
improvisational dance-off. The more creative than pelvic thrusts long combination) just to pulled off Janet Jackson’s costume choices were not
process is repeated for the semi
and crotch shots—and don’t undress to what little was on “Rhythm Nation” choreography suitable for any kind of talent
finalist stage, and ultimately for worry, in the end the girls were underneath. Potentially smart with his mechanical, crisp, and contest (suggestively strad
the final episode. By Monday running their hands over each and sexy chair dances fizzled complex routine—awing the dling—or humping—the floor,
night’s final episode, we had other if you were bored before. with lack of talented audience with just his move launching into the famous “butt
three guys (Tyler, David, and It’s okay though—the dancing choreography. One contestant, ment. He chose a section of the jiggle,” and stripping aren’t
“Twitch”) and one girl was merely a reflection of the Noreen, had impressive and video that enhanced dancing really showcases of talent). The
(Michelle) who had made it past truly classy lyrics of Chasez: classy hat tricks that died with more than anything else. men? Well, let’s just leave it at
all the auditions and were “Some girls dance with women her unfortunate skintight Though the males also had their the fact that three males and
competing for the winning ... I wanna get in with them
costume choice. What Beyonce bouts with humping the floor, only one female made it to the
audience vote.
So pass me a drink and let’s go,” can pull off in her music video they fared better than the finalists.
The Winner Takes AU...
and the second, “All night
is not what the average female women. These men did not
I’m not the type that just
What does the winner gain dream about sex / all night
contestant of the Project could have to focus upon the sexual always complains or that snooty
from getting through these think about sex / all night
pull off; these music videos overtones expressed by many of used-to-be performer who looks
stages? Two things: a $100,000 dream about sex with you.”
were not designed to win a the female contestants in down on a little bit of fun. I’m
check (who wouldn’t want that) “How are we suppoed to get contest, or to be performed solo. previous episodes to make it to not going to blame the evil sexand a contract with a famous the audience’s votes?”
If possible, the videos all the finals—their talents were driven society for spawning the
pop star—none other than
Well, there seemed to be two seemed a little less dis obvious to the viewer.. .and got Wade Robson Project. After
former N*S YNC-er JC Chasez. ways to approach winning.
tinguished when the women the votes.
seeing a few episodes, though,
Instead of making me wish I
The women in the Project contestants performed their The Real Star
I have to go back to that 80was in his entourage of dancers, sure had a few ideas. During moves during the semi-finals.
The focus is supposed to be year-old grandma plea—can’t
though, the performances he the semi-finals, the contestants These combinations almost all on the contestants. So why did MTV tone it down? A little bit?

R. Kelly’s latest puts the ‘M’ in mediocre
by

Matt Hess ’05
A&E Staff

R. Kelly
The R in R&B Collection, Vol. I
Jive Records
Maybe it’s just me, but I’ve never
been able to take R. Kelly seriously.
Perhaps it all started in 1995 when he
released his enormously successful video
for “Down Low (Nobody Has to
Know).” All I can really
MUSIC remember is the absurd
NOTE ending, with Ronald
Isley fuming over the
bloodied body of the adulterous Kelly:
“Look at me! Remember who did this to
you!” Man, it was just bad— not quite
as shocking as Hasselhoff’s “Hooked on
a Feeling,” but still pretty bad.
And then there was Aaliyah. The
R&B star/actress lied about her age to
acquire a marriage license with Kelly at
the age of 15. Of course, later on came
the 21 counts of child pornography and
that other (more infamous) video. Bad
news.
However, I must confess that R. Kelly
has been pretty resilient, considering his
predicament. Instead of just posting his

$75,000 bail bond
concerned, this one
and retreating to a
pretty much has them
basement some
all. You’ve got the
where in the Mid
libidinous standards
west to continue
“Bump n’ Grind” and
downloading freaky
“Sex Me.” Kelly even
stuff, the singer
throws
in
his
returned to the
“inspirational” clas
studio and put the
sics, “I Believe I Can
finishing touches on
Fly” and “The
the album he was
World’s Greatest.”
working on, 2003’s
Most of the tracks
Chocolate Factory.
on The R... bounce
After another string
along over midof indictments in
tempo,
cookie cutter
JIVE
Chicago, the al
beats. The only
bum’s release date Can’t fight the feeling’. Despite all production that really
was pushed back
of the included hit singles, R.
stands out is the tight
considerably, but
Kelly’s The R in R&B (above)
groove on “Your
just feels kind of creepy.
nevertheless, early
Body’s Calling,” and
this year Kelly was
it
takes
the
all over MTV, sip
omnipotent Jay-Z to
pin’ on coke and rum and showing off put some flavor into “Fiesta.” However,
his creepy comrows in the “Ignition (Re the Far Eastern arrangement on “Thoia
mix)” video.
Thoing” is nothing short of obnoxious.
Even to this day, Kelly continues to Even Kelly’s voice remains un
release material. His latest is the first exceptional throughout the disc—there’s
installment of his greatest hits anthology, simply nothing distinctive about it.
The R in R&B Collection, vol. I. As far
In fact, the only real entertainment
as Kelly’s most popular singles are value I got out of the album was listening

to Kelly’s lyrics; man, are there some
gems. “I’m butt naked, sweat socks, and
hot shoes / 100 bottles of Cris in the
cooler / I’m frozen / thanks the Jacob
the jeweler.” To make matters worse, the
allegations over the past few years have
made any erotic reference seem just plain
wrong. Lyrics that once passed as pillow
talk now feel like...oh man, just check
it out: “Come over here and let me take
off your clothes/ Things I wanna do to
you nobody has to know, baby...My
mind is tellin’ me no, but my body’s
tellin’ me yes.. .Yeah, cuddle me in your
arms, like I’m your teddy bear... Like
Flintstones we’ll have a Yabbadabbadoo/
Kiss and caress you, and hold you.”
C’mon! Flintstones? How could we
not have caught on to this sooner?
Accusations aside, R. Kelly’s career
has spanned more than a decade, which
remains an indisputable achievement.
But it seems that salvaging his career
and—perhaps more difficult—regaining
his dignity remain goals that are still
unattained.
If all else fails though, he can always
set up shop at Neverland Ranch.
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Natural Born Killer
Quentin Tarantino returns to the screen
with the gory thriller Kill Bill, Vol. 1
by Pat Egan ’05
A&E Staff

Throughout his relatively short career
in Hollywood, writer/director Quentin
Tarantino has accomplished quite a bit.
With his first film, Reservoir Dogs,
Tarantino established
MOVIE himself as an edgy di
REVIEW rector with a knack
for balancing crisp,
clever dialogue with moments of ex
treme violence. Next came the now clas
sic Pulp Fiction. With this Oscar-winner, Tarantino resurrected the career of
John Travolta, saving the Saturday Night
Fever icon the embarrassment of starring
in yet another installment of the Look
Who’s Talking franchise. Tarantino then
rolled out Jackie Brown, an entertaining,
although little-seen, throwback to the
blaxploitation films of the 1970s. And
then came nothing. For six years,
Tarantino kept Hollywood waiting.
Well, the wait is finally over. Kill Bill,
Vol.l has arrived (Vol. 2 is slated to hit
theaters in February), and it’s definitely
been worth the wait.
Kill Bill came to life way back in 1994
while Tarantino was directing Uma
Thurman in Pulp Fiction. While the two
were sipping drinks, Tarantino told
Thurman about an idea he had for his
next film—the story of The Bride. On
the day of her wedding, The Bride (she
is referred to only as this), is brutally
gunned down by The Deadly Viper As
sassination Squad, an elite group of pro
fessional killers of which The Bride her
self was once a member. Why do these
people want her dead? No idea. It’s
never made clear, at least not in Vol. 1.
Anyways, flash forward four years.
The Bride awakes from a coma with
nothing but a steel plate in her head (the
result of a bullet delivered by the leader
of the assassination squad, Bill) and the
need for revenge—not only for the at
tempt on her life, but for the loss of her
unborn child (she was pregnant with
Bill’s baby). That’s the story that
Tarantino pitched to Thurman, and six
years later, it’s the plot of Kill Bill.
Thurman sizzles as The Bride. She’s
sleek, sexy, and kicks more ass than the
likes of Stallone or Van Damme could
ever dream of. In Vol. 1, Thurman faces
off against Vivica A. Fox and Lucy Liu,

Picks
of the
Week
by Joe

MAvodones ’05

A&E Staff

Family Guy
Seasons 1-3 (on DVD)
created by Seth MacFarlane
MIRAMAX

Here comes The Bride'. Katana-wielding ex-assassin Uma Thurman
(above) is out for vengeance, justice, and a whole lot of the red
stuff. Not only does she pile up the body counts, but the memorable
quotes too, and they’re both a mile high in Quentin Tarantino’s latest
violence-packed offering, Kill Bill: Vol. 1.

both of whom do fine jobs with their
fairly limited roles. (As far as plot goes,
these two amount to little more than ob
jects of The Bride’s fury.) Liu in par
ticular is especially enjoyable to watch.
Her calm, bitchy exterior is put to far
better use here than it was in the
Charlie’s Angels films. She’s among
Thurman’s toughest adversaries in Vol.
1, and the climactic fight scene between
these two is one of the coolest to hit
movie screens since Neo’s battle with
hundreds of Agent Smiths in The Ma
trix Reloaded.
Speaking of the fight scenes, don’t get
the wrong idea. Just because the stars
of the movie are women, don’t think that
the action scenes are watered down. It’s
just the opposite. Kill Bill is one of the
most brutal, blood-soaked movies to get
by the MPAA in a long time. There are
literally buckets of gore in this movie,
courtesy of a countless number of sev
ered arms, legs, and heads. It’s like
Charlie’s Angels on acid.
Brutal though it may be, the movie
isn’t tasteless. The action scenes are
beautifully staged and choreographed

and the direction is inspired. Sure, the
movie is way, way over the top, but
Tarantino’s direction is so elegant and
sure-handed that we can’t turn our eyes
away from the screen.
Also inspired is Tarantino’s method of
storytelling. The film doesn’t unfold
continuously, but rather in chapters, and
each chapter adopts a different visual
style. This works for most of the film,
but not for the anime sequence that pro
vides the backstory for Liu’s character.
Tarantino is striving for uniqueness, but
these 15 minutes of Kill Bill are just plain
stupid. The dialogue isn’t quite up to
par with Tarantino’s best, either, but Kill
Bill, Vol. 1 is just as enjoyable as the
director’s past films. Tarantino infuses
so much energy into the film that it’s
contagious. You can practically see him
jumping up and down behind the cam
era.
And just a word of advice—stay un
til the very end. The last line of dialogue
changes everything. See Vol.l and you
won’t be able to wait to see how it all
ends in Vol. 2.

GRADE: B+

For the first month and a half of
school, my roommate Todd and 1
have lived without cable in our
apartment. Let me repeat that: no
cable television for over a month! It's
been tough, trust me. The only thing
that has gotten us through it, though,
has been the first three seasons of one
the funniest, most repugnant T.V.
show ever to take place in Rhode
Island—Family Guy. Whether it be
Peter's totally outrageous stupidity,
Quagmire's perverted one-liners, or
baby Stewie's craving for world
denomination, the box set is non-stop
entertainment.

Music
Even All Out
Things I Forgot To Say
I can't confess to being much of a
modern rock fan, but Even All Out,
standing musically somewhere in
between Pearl Jam and Sum 41, have
got me hooked. Their debut album,
Things 1 Forgot to Say, brings all the
rock essentials: the catchy lead single
("Written It Off”), the up-tempo yet
melancholy love song (“11 Hours
and the unplugged, laid back jam
("Dead in the Water"). Plus, they ’re
from my hometown, so I have to show
some love, right?

Book
&
Black Mass: The Irish Mob.
The FBI. and A Devil’s Deal
by Dick Lehr & Gerald O'Neil
In Boston. James "Whitey"
Bulger is as loved as Pedro Martinez,
yet at the same time as despised as
Bill Buckner. As a product of the
streets of South Boston, Bulger
gained notoriety as one of the most
ruthless men in Boston, became head
of the Irish Mob in Beantown, and
eventually found himself on the FBI's
10 Most Wanted List. In Black Mass,
Lehr and O'Neil provide a
fascinating account of Bulger's rise
to power in Boston and his life on
the run. A must read for all
Bostonians.
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A poet’s Road to Providence
Campbell McGrath gives a reading on campus
by Jennifer Skala ’05
Portfolio Editor

Campbell McGrath is a highly ac
claimed and recognizedpoet. Besides be
ing the author offive books, he has re
ceived multiple prestigious awards, in
cluding The Kingsley Tufts Prize, the
Cohen Prize, a Guggenheim Fellowship,
a fellowship from the MacArthur Foun
dation and a Witter-Bynner Fellowship
from the Library of Congress. McGrath
lives with his wife and two sons in Mi
ami and teaches in the creative writing
program at Florida International Uni
versity. Last Thursday night, McGrath
was in town for a poetry reading at
Providence College as part of a series
sponsored by the English department.
McGrath read works from Road Atlas,
Florida Poems, and his next yet-to-bepublished book. After his reading,
McGrath sat down with The Cowl for a
few minutes to discuss his work.

How was your experience reading at
PC?
I loved the reading at PC. It was great
visit. Good students and excellent
faculty writers— I hope the college re
alizes how lucky they are to have such
esteemed poets on their faculty.

How did you get into poetry? Espe
cially prose poetry, which was consid
ered a unique and under-recognized
genre until recently?
I got into writing from reading. I just
loved reading as a kid, I loved stories,
and I always chose the short story over
the book report, if that was an option.
Keep taking that option from fifth grade
to adulthood and you end up a creative
writer.
Prose poetry is a neat genre that ex
pands the palette of syntax and narrative
typologies available to the poet. That is,
you can do some stuff in a prose
poem that you can’t really pull off in
lineated verse. Specifically, I enjoy
writing poems that are full of data, full

of history and landscape and narrative,
and the prose poem accommodates that
really well. I enjoy moving back and
forth between prose poetry and the line,
though—I miss the line when I move too
far away from it.

It is clear in your books that you have
been inspired by places where you
have been, as seen in Road Atlas, or
the place where you live, as seen in
Florida Poems. Is there any region of
the world that has been more influen
tial than others?
I’m not sure who I would point to as
an influence in terms of place— Rich
ard Hugo’s book The Triggering Town
is influential in this regard. But I always
just found landscape inspiring, for rea
sons beyond my control. Just kind of
moving through the world inspires me
to write about what I see. I do think
there’s a kind of analogy between travel,
in this sense, and basic human exist
ence— life is a traveling through time
and we are all, in that sense, existential
tourists.
For me, neither a palm tree nor a minimall tells the whole story; it’s the
juxtaposition of the two that intrigues
me. The natural world up against the
human world. I like both, and enjoy
documenting both— and the collision
between them.

Campbell McGrath at his
Thursday night reading.
He shared selections from
an unpublished book, his
latest book Florida Poems,
and from Road Atlas—
including the prose poems
reprinted below.
KRISTIN ELLIS ’05/The Cowl

Mountainair, New Mexico
From Campbell McGrath’s Road Atlas

Who are your inspirations as far as
fellow poets go?
One James Wright poem I like is “A
Letter to Franz Wright;” my poem “A
Letter to James Wright” in Road Atlas
is a reply to that poem. I also like “The
Legions of Caesar” and several others. I
like the prose poems of Robert Hass a

lot. I like Sherman Alexie’s prose po
ems in First Indian on the Moon.
Milosz has some pose poems Jfe.lik
And Robet E^L has <jhe poems b.lik
I'm not a thug
fan of the “zany surrealist” school of
prose poetry, such as Russell Edson—
that’s a completely different vision of the
form than mine.

Stopped for lunch after crossing the Malpais, that awful
wasteland, desolate, sun-stricken, palpably grievous. Eyeless
window sockets in the town of Claunch; the ruined pueblo at
Gran Quivira. At the next table folks were talking about the
unusual cold of the previous winter, so much snow a bear had
come down from the mountains and roamed around town for
days seeking shelter. “You remember that bear?” Oh yeah, yeah.
It was living over by Dale’s place. Lunch arrived—egg salad,
pickles, ice tea. The door of the diner swung open and a man
in spurs and chaps and stetson hat strode in, knocked the dust
from his britches, sidled up to the old wooden bar and ordered a
glass of milk. It came, full and frothy. The cowboy drank it,
wiped his lips on his sleeve, paid and left. At the next table they
were still going at it. “Whatever happened to that bear?” Dale
shot it. “He shot it? Killed it?” Yep. “Is that legal—killing a bear?”
I don’t know, but he sure did shoot it.

The migratory pattern of old folks
by

Christine Bagley ’06
Portfolio Staff

Florida people have only two reasons
to vacation in the Northeast—clam
chowder and family. Maybe casinos,
too, but family first, of course. They only
migrate during the summer
ESSAY months from roughly May
to September. They take
breaks from their early-bird
buffet meals at the local restaurant, from
water aerobics classes where they sport
nifty swim caps with oversized flowers
on the side, from playing Yahtzee at the
local Eagle’s Club, and from shopping
off the QVC channel, to come to the
Northeast to drive their families insane
for way too long.
Upon their preparation to the
Northeast, they pack their purple bathing
suits bedazzled with gold buttons and
their “clam-diggers,” as they call them,
in flamingo-adorned patterns. Their
olive green suitcases are an awful
remembrance of the colors of the 1960’s.
They stuff their cassette players with

John Denver and Rosemary Clooney.
They stock up on crossword puzzles and
word search books for the ride. Dozens
of dollar-store flip-sunglasses crowd the
sun visors on the driver and passenger
sides, as well as the glove compartment.
Old plastic Woolworth bags are filled
with any munch-worthy food for the
drive.
The season is in full swing when
every other Lincoln or Cadillac on the

road, usually white and with the right
blinker flashing for miles, sports a
Florida license plate of the driver’s home
county. Look for the plates to fade off
the highways now that the winter months
are setting in.
While tourists, many from the
Northeast, flock to Florida during the
sweltering summer months (being that
they are sticklers for punishment and
heat stroke, for that matter), their
preceding generation counterparts
remain in the North. I mean... why visit
the South in December when all the
Florida residents are taking up the beach
space. Better to go and suffer during the
summer than rub elbows with them on
vacation!
So, these Florida people come up
North for family, right? To see the
newest members of their families? To
critique their children for working hectic
hours or having disorganized pantries?
They “intend” to come to their children’s
houses to relax poolside, catch up on
Danielle Steele (ugh), and knit winter
hats for needy children. But, in reality,

they complain about the noisy neighbors,
whine about the high gas prices, and
nitpick about how Tide gets stains out
better than Cheer.
On Tuesdays, they invade the local
Super Stop and Shop for “Spectacular
Senior Savings.” On the voyage through
the grocery store, grandchildren hear
about how prices are cheaper and how
the deh workers are more efficient “down
there in Florida.” It’s a sure bet those
kids care. The “youngsters” are
subjected to stories of the “Greatest
Generation”—the generation where
everyone walked to school uphill, both
ways, in the snow, sometimes without
shoes and where an ice cream, a soda,
and three candy bars only cost a nickel.
(And they wonder why they need
dentures for those sugar-coated teeth.).
One could rationalize they come for
other reasons besides family. These folks
migrate for the “regional foods they can’t
find down there.” Now, correct me if I’m
wrong: Florida is a coastal state.
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Poetry Corner

Katie Knows Best
The premiere of Portfolio’s new advice col
umn for the lost, lovelorn, and bewildered

Retreat
by Sara Schepis ’04
Portfolio Staff

by

I have laid my life on the altar of love
Hands, self — now live and never take it back:
1 have known the quiet morning spirit-bloom
And stood, God-guarded, strange and fierce attack —
To soar, fight, fly, praise, grow, teach, toil, and rest
Know sweetly and deeply the center of light
Be a Vessel of Flame: the deepness and darkness loom
Not my life — but in Christ’s sweeps back the night.

Sticky Wheel
by Joan Barker ’04
Managing Editor

As far as I can tell there’s an elastic band
Holding our hands together.
It’s been a long time since I’ve gone blind
But I can still see the signs of bad weather.
It’s the calm before the storm,
Where all the dark clouds form,
Where the sky hangs so low,
Where the air is thick and warm.

Shatter: An Open Letter
by

The Cowl 11

Christopher Parcels *
1 ’04
Portfolio Staff

Sunset scatters xenophobia across the land
But I still want a little light
So I can write about beauty
While it’s still distinct; so all of you
Can peer in at me and seal my fate.

My window frames this deathbed sky;
And you there, on the other side of my pain,
I pray you’ll shatter my emergency glass
And, though the shards may make me bleed,
At least I’ll know the feeling.
I recognize my many imperfections
But still think that I could be loved somehowThat’s what you always tell me. All I ask
Is that you search for me within your depths
Before sunset, May, and the end of the world.

Futons
Frames

Covers

And more!

“Your online treasure of bedding bargains”

(860) 584-0259
www.piratescovebedding.com
In our world today...
Refugee children are being tortured and detained.
Masses of women are being raped as a strategic war tactic.
Religious leaders are imprisoned for their peaceful beliefs.
Ethnic minorities and elderly citizens are jailed as “prisoners
of conscience.”
The human rights of thousands are being brutally violated.

What will you do about it?
Join PC’s new chapter of Amnesty International,
a worldwide human rights organization that seeks to
uphold the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
through awareness and action.

Our next meeting is Monday, October 22nd at 6:00 pm in
Feinstein 403.
New members are always welcome! For more information, check
out our group on ANGEL or email browan04@providence.edu or
aeke!104 @ providence.edu.To learn more about human rights in our
world, go to www.amnestyusa.org.

Katie McBrine ’04
Portfolio Staff

Dear Katie, I am very lonely and
interested in finding a steady girlfriend.
How do I go about obtaining one?
-Single and Hating It
The first step to finding a girlfriend
is to stop using the word “obtain” in
regards to finding that “special
someone.” The second key to getting a
girlfriend can be contained in two
syllables: hygiene. Now, this may seem
obvious. However, you would be
surprised how many men overlook the
importance of a good shower or hair
combing. Once you’ve successfully
achieved cleanliness, you can take a pro
active approach.
If you have already exhausted the
usual pick-up venues (i.e. bars, clubs,
classes) do consider posting a photo and
profile on Match.com. This may seem
drastic. However, you are desperate—
otherwise you wouldn’t be asking me.
Also, online dating services are not a
complete farce. There have been many
a time (while avoiding our work in the
wee hours of the night), my roommates
and I have sought a good laugh or two
with the online personal ads, and
actually found some hotties.
Don’t panic if you’re not hot. Find a
digital photo of someone who is and
post it in lieu of your own visage. And
fear not over the possibility of having
to meet someone expecting Tom Cruise.
Chances are they posted a bogus picture
as well.
Your next possibility: schedule
various flights, train and bus rides to

random destinations across the country.
Scope out the potential onboard, and seat
yourself accordingly. This is the perfect
chance to get to know someone and an
unavoidable place for them to get to
know you.

If all else fails, my final
suggestion is to offer your
services to any illegal
aliens you may know. The
prospect of ultimately
marrying into American
citizenship might get you a
date or two...

The fun with this idea is that you can
be whomever you want. Hop on a bus to
Boston with a “Geometric Physiology”
textbook in hand and casually ask the
driver when the stop for Harvard is
approaching. Every girl loves a smart
guy. Or better yet—catch a plane to
Mississippi and explain your calling to
work on rural poverty in the South to
your cute neighbor.
If all else fails, my final suggestion
is to offer your services to any illegal
aliens you may know. The prospect of
ultimately marrying into American
citizenship might get you a date or two.
I hope I have been of some help to
you, Single and Hating It. Good luck and
Godspeed.
Your Woman of Wisdom,

Katie

Florida: the life of snowbirds
continued from page 10
Seafood exists. But, they claim,
nowhere but the Northeast can make a
mean cup of clam chowder—preferably
served in crusty Italian bread-bowls.
Chowder from the Northeast is velvety
and hearty. Is New England clam
chowder really that exciting?
Another possible reason is casinos.
Casinos are in a category all their own.
Atlantic City is a senior citizen
wonderland. For some reason, they get
a rush from feeding their slot machines
with hundreds of quarters, only to get
enough tokens in return to buy
something from the gift shop. Is it that
they can’t get enough of those
Foxwoods or Mohegan Sun coffee
mugs, or better yet, those cool fanny
packs that went out of style a decade

ago? Or was it two decades?
One wonders why many of these Flo
ridians should own the title of “being
retired.” Isn’t it odd that they are busier
now than ever before, now that they are
“retired?” Family, shopping, reminisc
ing, and crosswords... They couldtay
in the Northeast and eat clam chowder
and assess their families everydaqf the
year! They are really only partially re
tired in the winter months. Grandpar
ents do drive us crazy during the sum
mer. They attack their children and
grandchildren’s lives, but only out of
love. Nevertheless, they really are missed
while they hibernate and attempt to stay
true to their “retired” title in those cute
little communities during the winter. In
any respect, you’ve got to love them.

Clip this and hang in your room!
Attention Students
Here is a reminder of what you can recycle on campus!
Cans and Bottles
(These are recycled in the green totes in the trash rooms)
Aluminum and Tins Cans
Glass Bottles
Plastic Bottles
Plastic Milk and Juice Containers

Mixed Paper
(Every residential building has a green tote in the lobby for paper
recycling. Please bring any paper material down to the lobby to
be recycled)
Writing paper (all colors)
Envelopes
Letterhead
Notebook Paper
Computer paper

Newspaper
Magazines
Manilla Folders
Copier Paper
Fax Paper

* Off-Campus Students:
Please visit www.rirrc.org or call the Recycling Hotline, at
865-1881 to learn how to obtain recycling bins.
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What would you do if the Red
Sox won the World Series?

“Get into a brawl.”
Maura Robertson ’05 Brianne Bruni ’05

“Do 85 years worth of celebrating.”
Rob Tammero ‘’07

“Burn a Jeter jersey.”
Melissa Coco ’06 Kate Senzamici ’06

“Slap God.”
Chris Saggese ’04 Ryan Kelley ’04

“Get tossed by Pedro Martinez...again!”
Don Zimmer

“Drink my sorrows away.”
Sean Van De Walle ’07

Blossom and Six
“Doesn’t matter, Hell will
have frozen over.”
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The PC Scoreboard
Scores • Standings • Statistics • Schedules • Standouts

Standouts

Dylan Wykes

Peter Zingoni

Men’s Cross Country
Junior — Kingston, Ontario
Wykes led the Men’s Cross Country team to its
second consecutive New England Championship
title last weekend at Franklin Park, placing second
overall with a time of 24:00.

Men’s Hockey
Senior — Newtown, Conn.
Zingoni’s four goals led the Men’s Hockey team to
two wins last weekend. He scored three goals in
PC’s 7-2 victory over Sacred Heart and one more
in Providence’s 5-2 win over RPI.

Scores

Schedules

Friday 10/10
Men’s Cross Country @ New England Championships 1st
Field Hockey at Rutgers
L 1-0 2 OT
Women’s Soccer at St. John’s
L 2-0
Saturday 10/11
Men’s Soccer at St. John’s
Men’s Hockey vs.Sacred Heart
Women’s Hockey vs. McGill
Tennis vs. Vermont
Sunday 10/12
Field Hockey at Momnouth N.J.
Men’s Hockey vs. Rensselear Tech
Women’s Soccer at Syracuse
Tennis vs. Marist
Tuesday 10/14
Men’s Soccer at Brown

L 3-1
W 7-2
W 7-0
W 5-2

w 1-0
w 5_2
T 1-1 OT
Cancelled

T 2-2

Wednesday 4/2
Women’s Soccer at UConn

L 4-0

Friday, 10/17
Field Hockey vs. Syracuse
Men’s Basketball Late Night Madness
Tennis at New England Championships
Women’s Cross Country at Penn State Invitational
Volleyball at Boston College
Men’s Ice Hockey at Minnesota State-Mankato
Saturday, 10/18
Men’s Soccer vs. Pittsburgh
Tennis at New England Championships
Women’s Hockey at Vermont
Men’s Hockey at Minnesota State-Mankato

Sunday, 10/19
Women’s Soccer vs. Seton Hall
Women’s Hockey at St. Lawrence
Tennis at New England Championships
Wednesday. 10/22
Field Hockey at Brown
Men’s Soccer vs. Notre Dame
Volleyball vs. Quinnipiac

G A Pts
3 2 8
3 1 7
2 2 6
1 1 3
1 0 2
1 0 2

'

PLAYER
LYNCH, Eoin
WEXLER, Ian
RHODE, Jonathan
SMITH, Jeff
NOBREGA, Derek
BENNETT, Greg

1p.m.
All Day
2p.m.
8:35 p.m.

1p.m.
2p.m.
All Day

4p.m.
2p.m.
7p.m.

Statistics
PLAYER
ROBERTSON, Maura
BRUNI, BriAnne
RITCHIE, Lauren
MAHONEY, Kathryn
MCMORROW, Shannon
VIERA, Leah

3p.m.
11p.m.
All Day
10a.m.
7:30 p.m.
8:35 p.m.

8
4

0
0

G A Pts
16
8
1 6
6
2 1
5
2 0
4
1 1
3
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Friars: 8-7 overall on the season

continued from back page

continued from back page
the game with many positives.
“Rutgers was a really
tough
game,”
said
Romancowicz. “We played
very well; we were just
bummed that we lost.”

We’re just going to
continue to build off the
things that we’ve been
doing.
Diane Madl
“The team played their
hearts out,” said Head Coach
Diane Madl. “We had our
opportunities, unfortunately
we just weren’t able to ex
ecute. I did like the intensity
that we played with.”
“It was a good game,” said
Moran. “Unfortunately we
just didn’t come up with a
win.”
The Friars now look to
build on their success as they
look forward to the remaining
games on the schedule. With
just three Big East games left
to play, the team knows that
the season is on the line with
the upcoming games. This
coming week sees Providence

BC: does it all for the money

NORA CASSIDY 05/The Cowl

Senior Stefanie Suehnholz looks for options on offense.
host Syracuse on Friday before
traveling across town to take on
Brown next Wednesday.
“Each game is important for
its own reason,” remarked Madl.
“Syracuse is our last home game.
It’s the last chance for the seniors
to play at home so I’m sure there
will be a lot of emotion.” Ac
knowledging the importance of
the Syracuse match, Madl also
said, “It’s a must win for us.”

All in all, despite the loss to
Rutgers, it was a successful
week for the field hockey team,
as the Friars now find them
selves moving in the right direc
tion.
Looking forward, Madl said,
“We’re just going to continue to
build off the things that we’ve
been doing.”

There will be some
problems down the line for the
Eagles, however. Some prob
lems that they may face
include establishing some type
of rivalry with the other ACC
teams.
Geographically, it may also
pose a problem. With BC’s
closest league competitor
being Maryland, the
scheduling and length of road
trips may be prove to be a
challenge, not to mention
much more expensive.
Something else that will
prove to be expensive for
Boston College is the costs of
leaving the Big East. Accor
ding to a recent amendment in
Conference by-laws, it now
requires 27 months notice in
addition to a five milliondollar exit fee for a program to
leave the affiliation. While
Miami and Virginia Tech will
start playing as members of
the ACC next season, it hasn’t
been determined if Boston
College will join them—they
are currently in the process of
disputing over whether or not
they are subject to the
application of this recent
amendment.

For now, the ACC wins out,
having finally gotten the 12
members that it needs to hold
a league championship
football game, which will
mean lots more revenue. Also
it gets access to media
coverage in the Northeast
region of the country.
So where does this leave
the rest of the Big East? Good
question.
Well, first, the loss of
Boston College—one of the
charter members of the Con
ference since its formation 25
years ago—the Big East will
suffer another major blow.
Big East football is now
dropped further to just five
remaining teams-West
Virginia, Pittsburgh, Syracuse,
Temple, and Rutgers.
As far as Providence
athletics goes, I don’t think we
have that much to worry
about. The remaining pro
grams have been working
together to come up with a
plan of action. It is likely that
the Conference will add three
schools of all sports—to help
compensate for losing three
football schools, and may add
two other non-football schools
as well.

CLASSIFIEDS
Apartments for Rent

Help Wanted

Unfurnished Apartments
2-6 bedrooms
Dishwasher, laundry
facilities, alarm system,
parking. Students
welcome Pembroke,
Eaton, and Oakland
Streets A must-see!
Please call Jim
at 247-2129___________

SMOKING AND MEMORY
STUDY: The Brown University
Center for Alcohol and Addiction
Studies is recruiting individuals to
participate in a research study of
cigarette smoking and memory. To
participate, individuals must be
between 18-24 years of age and
smoke cigarettes daily. The research
project will involve completing
Apartments for Rent!
questionnaires and a computerized
Pembroke Ave near PC.
memory task at the Center for
1st, 2nd, and 3rd floors. 3 Alcohol and Addiction Studies.
or 4 large bedrooms, new Reimbursement for participation is
kitchen appliances, stove, $30. If interested, please contact Dr.
refrigerator, dishwasher, Chad Gwaltney at 444-1832.
new gas baseboard heat,
Fraternities - Sororities
and gas hot water, new
Clubs - Student Groups
bathrooms. Secure area
Earn $l,000-$2,000 this semester
with lighted parking.
with a proven CampusFundraiser 3
$1200 per month.
hour fundraising event. Our free
Call 274-7763._________ programs make fundraising easy
with no risks. Fundraising dates are
Student House Rentals
for 2004-2005 academic filling quickly, so get with the
year 1/2 block to campus. program! It works. Contact
Washer + dryer (not coin CampusFundraiser at (888) 9233238, or visit
op) on Tyndall Ave.
www.campusfundraiser.com
Call 401-225-1067

Spring Break

#1 Spring Break Vacations,
Cancun, Jamaica, Acapulco,
1 Free trip for every 10 paid OR
Bahamas, Florida, S. Padre. 110%
ca$h starting with first booking
Best Prices! All Trips Include up
Extreme Party Packages! Protec
tion of American
to 50 hours free drinks. We only
Express worldwide
EXTREME VACATIONS INC. use the best hotels. Book NOW
and get FREE PARTIES AND
1-800-336-2260
www. xxvacations. com
MEALS. Group discounts. Now
Spring Break ’04 with
hiring campus reps- 15 friends and
StudentCity.com and Maxim
travel free! 1-800-234-7007
Magazine! Get hooked up with
WWW.I
Free Trips, Cash, and VIP Status as
a Campus Rep! Choose from 15 of
the hottest destinations. Book early
for FREE MEALS, FREE
DRINKS and 150% Lowest Price
Guarantee! To reserve online or
view our Photo Gallery, visit
www.studentcity.com
1 -800-648-4849 / www.ststravel.com
or Call 1-888-SPRINGBREAK!
#1 Spring Break Vacations!
SPRING BREAK 2004! Travel
Cancun, Jamaica, Acapulco,
with Beach Life Vacations!
Bahamas, Mazatlan, Florida,
America’s Best Student Tour
SPadre. 110% Best Prices! Book
Operator! Jamaica, Cancun,
Now & get Free Parties & Meals!
Acapulco, Bahamas, Florida. Sell
Group Discounts. Now Hiring
Trips, Earn Cash, Travel Free!
Campus Reps! 1-800-234-7007
Hurry—Book Now! Call 1-800endlesssummertours.com
733-6347
Reality Spring Break *04
www.beachlifevacations.com
Sell Spring Break Trips!
Guaranteed Best Buy

Ski or Ride for FREE!!

Be a college rep for Stratton Mountain Resort at your school
and earn a FREE SEASON PASS! Located in nearby southern
Vermont, Stratton features 90 trails, 583 acres of terrain and 16
lifts. Rated #1 in the East for Terrain Parks by SKI Magazine in
2003, Stratton offers big mountain skiing and riding, (Twotime Olympic Medallist Ross Powers calls Stratton home). For
all the details contact Brooke at bsummers@intrawest.com

Spring Break

***ACT NOW! Book 11 people,
get 12th trip free. Visit the official
website for spring break ’04. The
best deals to the hottest
destinations. Group discounts for
6+ www.springbreakdiscounts.com
or 800-838-8202
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More bumps on the road PC: a loss and a tie last week
for Women’s Soccer
Last five games yield no wins,
much frustration with postseason
quickly approaching.
by

Pat Brown ’05
Sports Staff

Surely we are all familiar with the
story of the Greek hero Odysseus.
Deprived of the comforts, company, and
surroundings of his humble abode, he
wearily endured trial
upon
tribulation
SOCCER throughout his quest to
return home. Surely, this week,
Providence College Women’s Soccer can
feel his pain.
Lately, the Friars have found
themselves wishing they were homeward
bound. The results of their three game
road trip this week merely added to the
string of disappointments the team has
encountered when playing on their
opponent’s turf. A 4-0 loss at #21 -ranked
Connecticut, a 1-1 tie at Syracuse, and a
2-0 defeat courtesy of St. John’s plunged
PC’s record to 0-2-2 in the Big East, 56-3 overall.
Wednesday’s dropped decision also
pushes Providence’s away record to 15-2, and marks the sixth game this season
in which the team failed to find the net.
The Friars went up against UConn
looking to improve upon a performance
last Sunday at Syracuse which earned
them their first point in four games.
Although they held their opponent
scoreless through most of the first half,
the Huskies managed to steal a go-ahead
goal before the stroke of halftime.
Connecticut capitalized on this mo
mentum in the second half, putting three
more goals past senior goalkeeper
Caroline Haines, who had 11 saves on
the day. Meanwhile, the Friars' offence
was completely neutralized, managing
only one shot on net the entire match.
Providence fared only slightly better
in its two other games of the week.
This past Friday, the team traveled to
St. John’s in the hopes of turning the
tables of fortune for their campaign on
the road. The Red Storm proved to be
unaccommodating hosts, however, and
dashed PC’s hopes, blanking the Friars,
2-0.
Though well-rested and looking
likely to score early in the match, PC fell
behind in the 29th minute. By the time
they started to look threatening again, St.
John’s had already doubled the goal
deficit and the game fell out of reach.
Head Coach Tracy Kerr felt the
team’s display left something to be
desired.
“After having ten days off and the
girls coming out flat, it was
disappointing,” she said. “I was proud

of them for coming out in the second
half, playing tough, [and] trying to
rectify it, but it was just too late.”
Two days after feeling the fury of the
Red Storm, the Friars headed to
Syracuse, hoping to salvage some
favorable results from their tour of the
Empire State. Despite jumping out to a
strong start once again, the Friars were
staring a fourth consecutive loss in the
face, as the Orangemen drew first blood.
PC’s response came in the form of
freshman defender Leah Vieira, whose
first collegiate goal evened out the score
at 1-1 in the second half. Vieira, a native
New Yorker, pounced on a loose ball
following a Maura Robertson free kick,
which Syracuse failed to clear from the
area.
Vieira’s goal seemed to ignite the
Friars’ offense, with the team applying
more and more pressure on the
Orangemen. Although PC’s forwards
produced a plethora of problems
throughout the remainder of the match,
the squad was forced to settle for a draw.
Players and coaching staff alike were
frustrated by the results of recent
performances. “
We’re having a lot of trouble on the
road, obviously,” said Vieira. “But I
think after [playing] Syracuse we’re
working harder.”
Coach Kerr offered a similar
assessment. “The results have been
disappointing,” she said. “We were
disappointed because we thought we
would have done better, certainly in
some of those matches. I think the girls
know they could’ve done better. “
With only a few games left to go
before the Big East tournament, one can
only hope that the Friars’ best soccer has
yet to be played. Although Kerr stressed
that “it’s too soon to say” whether or not
qualifying for the post-season will be a
possibility for the team, she insists that
“our girls feel we have as much a chance
as ever, if not more than ever. We’re
just taking it one day at a time. Every
time we get a win or a tie we know we’re
that much closer to getting to the
tournament.”
Providence will finish off its season
on a three game home stretch, with
matches against Seton Hall on Sunday,
as well as games against Virginia Tech
and Miami later the following week.
With results on the road few and far
between, the Friars must surely take
advantage of the fact that when it comes
to victories for their team, there’s no
place like home.

Tomorrow

continued from back page
for the Red Storm in the 63rd minute, as
St. Johns got an insurance goal against
PC. For the Friars, Jeff Newman made
seven saves in goal.
In the second game of the week for
the Friars, they battled against No. 20
Brown. The Friars switched things up a
bit by starting freshmen goalkeeper Chris

Konopka over Newman. The freshmen
keeper started off very well and had a
clean slate for the first 30 minutes of the
match. However, in the 31 minute
Brown scored to take the lead 1-0. It
looked as if the Friars would go into the
half trailing, but with 20 seconds left the
Friars got a goal from sophomore Derek
Nobrega. Nobrega took a cross from
Captain Gregg Bennett and volleyed it
into the back of the net for a 1-1 draw at
half.
In the second half, the Bears scored
in the 63rd minute off of a comer kick
to take the 2-1 lead. The two teams
battled for the rest of the half before Jeff
Smith could provide the heroics for
Providence. Smith redirected a shot into
the net from about 10 yards out to tie the
game at two. Smith’s goal with eight
minutes left sent the game into overtime.
In overtime, the biggest play of the game
occurred. The Friars’ freshmen keeper
saved a penalty kick to preserve the tie
for Providence.
With the conference loss to St John’s,
though, the Friars lost their chance at
sitting atop of the Big East. Plus, they
dropped in the standings from being
alone in second place to now being tied
with three teams for fifth. However,
there is still plenty of time left to make
up some ground.
Providence has four Big East games
left, all of which are very winnable for
them. Of the four games, three of them
are at home Virginia Tech, Notre Dame,
and Pittsburgh. The lone away game is
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Junior Carlos Suero clears the ball
from Friar defensive territory. The
Friars went 0-1-1 this past week and
fall to 5-5-2 on the season.
at Villanova, the team PC beat last year
to clinch their Big East tournament berth.
Virginia Tech-is quite possibly the
toughest game for the Friars. The
Hookies are one point ahead of the Friars
and are currently nationally ranked.
Notre Dame is tied with the Friars and
the other two matches are against sub
.500 teams.
The schedule is definitely in favor of
the Friars, but they know they must take
it one game at a time.
If Providence looks past any of its
opponents, it can kiss its postseason
hopes away. It is tough to say that PC
has its play-off spot secure, because last
year it went down to the final game.
But, it is safe to say this: if the Friars
want to make the conference tournament,
then they must bring nothing less then
their “A” game, something which they
didn’t have this past week.

Sports
The
ignorant
fan
by

Larry Harvey ’05
Sports Staff

Have you ever been to a
soccer game and thought “Why
not catch it instead of letting it
hit you in the face?” Ever go to
a field hockey game and cheer
at inappropriate times, because
you have no idea what is going
on? I have. Providence College
Fall sports make no sense to me.
These are the thoughts of a
person who can’t grasp the
concept of a comer kick. These
are the thoughts of an ignorant
fan. These are real moments of
genius.

Soccer:
What’s with all the sirens?
It’s like cops.
The middle ref has no flag.
He must feel left out.
You should get points for
kicking it over the goal. It
seems harder.
The uniforms are white but
none have grass stains. They
should make everything out of
that.
Went to a soccer game.
Didn’t see any mini-vans.
Kinda disappointed.
That’s how you speed a
game up. No timeouts.
Why all the riots? I don’t see
anything to get all worked up
about.
Jet Li would be awesome at
this.
Anyone else think helmets
are a great idea?

Cross Country:
What are they running from?
It’d be better if they had like... .a
bear.
They call it cross-country,
but it’s only five miles. What
country is that?
They really need to feed
these kids. I mean, put the finish
line at Wendy’s or something.

Field Hockey:
Full contact golf. This is the
LPGA on steroids.
Who decided on the skirts?
I think we show too much leg
for a Catholic college.
No one can think this sport
is a good idea. Take the most
awkwardly shaped stick ever,
and whack at a baseball with no
cover. But wear skirts so you
look dainty.
Time for a penalty shot.
Everybody in the net!

Volleyball:
Apparently, women’s
volleyball is now sponsored by
hot pants.
The ref on that big chair is
gonna get smacked in the face.
Then possibly fall from his
balcony, at which point I would
laugh—a lot.
If this sport had trampolines,
it would be that much cooler.
It’d be Slamball, only boring.

Field hockey splits two in Jersey
by

Kevin O’Brien ’07
Sports Staff

The Providence College
Field Hockey team rebounded
nicely after a disappointing
week by splitting a pair of
FIELD fames in New
HOCKEY Jersey mis past
weekend.
A
heartbreaking double-overtime
loss to Rutgers on Friday was
followed by Saturday’s 1 -0 non
conference win at Monmouth,
attesting that the Friars are on
the right track.
Following a disheartening
loss to local rival Rhode Island
last week, the Friars knew that
they needed to get back to ba
sics this time around. The vic
tory at Monmouth snapped a
three game losing streak and
upped the team’s record to an
above-,500 mark of 8-7.
Senior captain Kelly
Romanowicz tallied the lone
goal for Providence, scoring
with 7:25 left in the first half.
The goal rounded off a nice
move in which senior Stefanie
Suehnholz found Romanowicz
in the circle, and the senior for
ward one-timed the ball high
over the keeper to score what
would later prove to be the game
winning goal.
“We were really happy with
our performance,” said
Romancowicz. “After the tough
loss to Rutgers, we came back
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Sophomore forward Katharine Lary battles for the ball.
with Monmouth on Sunday and
came up with a win.”
For Romanowicz, the goal
was her first of the season. The
Friars ended up outshooting the
Fighting Scots 8-6, though
Monmouth did hold a 10-7 edge
in penalty comers. However, in
the end the final score is all that
matters, and it seems that
Romanowicz could not have
picked a better time to tally her
first goal of the year.

Also notable from the
Monmouth game was the joint
shutout pitched by goalkeepers
Meaghan Moran and Meredith
Jones. Moran registered two
saves and Jones had one to cap
off the Friars’ third shutout this
season and second in the last
four games.
“The Monmouth game was
intense,” said Moran. “It felt
like there was no giving up;
there was nothing that was go

ing to stop us.”
Providence was certainly
not to be denied, and the gritty
win stands as a testament to the
team’s ability to scrap out a W
under difficult conditions.
Despite the victory over
Monmouth, Friday night’s
game at Rutgers meant more
to the Friars. A disappointing
1-0 double-overtime loss did
no justice to the hard work and
determination shown by a
resolute Providence side.
“We played the best we’ve
played together as a team this
year,” Moran noted. “I think
we wanted to prove something
to the Big East.”
Prove something is exactly
what the Friars did. Playing
an away night game against a
tough Big East opponent,
Providence refused to go down
without a fight. Outshot 12-4
during regulation time, the
team bounced back to fire six
shots on net during overtime.
In the end, the valiant effort
fell a bit short as the Scarlet
Knights finally snuck one past
Moran with 11: 22 remaining
in the second overtime. Moran
finished with seven saves in
the game, and Rutgers held a
12-3 edge in penalty comers.
The loss dropped Provi
dence to 0-2 in Big East play,
but the team came away from
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BC accepts ACC’s
Friars fail to win against
invite; bolts Big East nationally ranked teams
Well, it was only a matter
of time, I guess.
On Sunday Oct. 12, Boston
College accepted an offer
from the
Atlantic
Coast
Con
i;M ference
Lauren DeMauro’05 to be
Sports Editor
come the
league’s 12th member.
Earlier that morning the
conference’s Council of
Presidents voted unanimously
to extend the invitation to the
Eagles, and the College
accepted—within just four
hours of receiving the
invitation—thereby following
Virginia Tech and Miami into
the conference.
Boston College’s
acceptance of the invitation
does not or at least should not
come as that much of a
surprise—had they been
invited in June along with
Miami and Virginia Tech, they
would have left the Big East
then.
According to BC president
William P. Leahy, the
college’s decision to join the
ACC was “based on my
judgment in terms of what is
in the best interest of Boston
College academically,
athletically and financially.”
Yes, the ACC has five of
the top 40 national
institutions, and I’ll be the first
to say it—from Duke to North

Carolina to Maryland— the
ACC has some great athletic
programs.
But, I think that it is
important to recognize, that
the Big East is no peewee
conference either. Since its
formation in 1979, the league
can boast of 22 national
championships in six different
sports and 118 student
athletes having won individual
national titles.
Which brings us to the real
reason for BC’s bolting of the
Big East. Money.
I don’t necessarily like it,
but the fact is that in today’s
dollar driven world, BC is
only doing what any other
big-time sports program
school would do to secure it’s
future. Financial survival
takes precedence over long
standing loyalties.
I guess its something that
all depends on your point of
view. Boston College, will be
rewarded with the big bucks
up front, and a better shot at
the more prestigious national
bowl games (for its football
program), which will translate
much higher revenues.
Additionally, the new
league will lead to a higher
level of national prominence
and exposure, which will
eventually turn into a higher
student enrollment and
recruitment from outside the
East Coast.
BC/Page 14

Men’s soccer
drops games to
No. 7 St. John’s
and No. 20
Brown
by

Ryan Durkay ’05
Sports Staff

In a week when the men’s
soccer team was playing against
two of the top 25 teams in the
country, it was absolutely
imperative that
MEN’S they had to
SOCCER bring their “A”
game. If they
were to bring anything less, then
there was no way that they could
pull off a win. Unfortunately
for the Friars, they brought their
“B” game and dropped a league
game to St. Johns 3-1 and tied
against cross-town rival Brown,
2-2. Despite the loss and the tie,
the Friars still remain in the
middle of the pack in the Big
East and look to achieve their
goal of getting to the conference
tournament.
The Friars held tough against
the Red Storm in the first half,
battling the No. 7 team in the
country to a 1-1 tie. However,
the second half was a different
story. The Red Storm’s offense
was too tough and scored two
goals in the final 45 minutes of
play. St. John’s scored the first
goal of the game only five
minutes into the contest on a
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Freshman midfielder Joseph
Weill drives the ball upfield.
penalty kick. Less than 20
minutes later, though, Friars’
sophomore Ian Wexler scored
on a header to tie the game at
one, right before the half. The
impressive half of soccer gave
the Friars a glimpse of hope that
would just as quickly be taken
away as it got there.
It didn’t take long for the
Red Storm to re-gain the lead it
once had. Just like the first half,
it only took St. Johns five
minutes to score on an easy tap
in goal from ten yards out. The
third and final goal of the game

PC/Page 15

